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“The life of a Nembutsu
practicer is an interplay of
sincere remorse and joy.”

Kakehashi, Jitsuen
(1927 - 2014)
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* Ms Kyoko Brogdon Harigaya — Special donation
* Ms Yoko Torii— Funeral for husband

* Maha Bodhi Buddhist Info Inc — Special donation
* Ms Akiko Minami — Autumn Ohigan Donation

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Donations

* Ms Eriko Ishida — Commemoration of Ms Shimizu

* Japan Club of Sydney — Printing Honourarium

* JCS Rainbow Project — Memorial service
* Chaplain fund

(+3-1.1.1.1.3.1.1.1.1.1.1.1.3..1.3.1.1.1.1.3.3.1.]

Expression of Dana/Gratitude

REEDTIRKXD#RET 7,902.00 R)ILD CEREE HEMUNZEEFH U,
FE. 5T 18 RILAARREFRIIEENEMSNE LIZ, BDESTINFUE,

In the past month, donations to the amount of $ 7,902.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
HBMA have also deposited $ 18.00 to the Hongwanji Temple of Sydney Building Fund.

The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations:

* Mr Roy Cooke — Rev Gatenby funeral, Onenju repair

* M/M Ochiai, Mr Peter Hall, M/M Jan & Peter Davis, Rhonda Phillps, — Commemoration of Rev Gatenby
* M/M Yasuhiro & Hitomi Miyamura — Membership contribution

* Mr Andrew Fisher — Donation for Myogo and calendar

Thank you very much in Gassho

COCOOOOOOOOCSO0000000000000000000000000000
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HBMA NEWS East Japan Earthquake Memorial

7%, East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami 10th
z % Commemoration TSU-NA-GU 2021
- m,'"mtmm on 11 March 2021

Ten years have passed since
the huge earthquake and tsu-
nami that struck north-east of
Japan on 11 March 2011.

This tragedy left more than =
22,000 people dead or missing. =
I can never forget the images Welcome message given by
we saw on television that day Mr Masahiko Kiya, Consul

of the black, wall-like tsunami General of Japan.
rushing over the Sendai Plain at tremendous speed
and covering houses, farmlands and even cars which
were still trying to escape. The images of many fish-
ermen bravely heading out to sea in order to safe-
guard their vessels are also etched deeply into our
minds.

The nuclear power plant accident, which followed the
earthquake and tsunami, forced many people to leave
their homes because of radioactive contamination. Ef-
forts are being made to improve the situation, but our
hearts ache to think of the people who are even now
unable to go back to where they lived, their cities
having become ghost towns.

The Japan Club of Syd-
ney, where Rev Wata-
nabe has given his sup-
port as one of the board
members for more than a
decade, once again or-
ganised a special com-
memorative ceremony as
part of the “Rainbow (Top) Rev Watanabe chanting be-
Project”. It was held on fore the silent meditation.
11 March at the NSW
Teachers Federation
building in  Sydney
where over two hundred ¥
people gathered.

After the opening re- Bﬁr
marks by the master of é"

ceremonies, Mr Peter
Gibson & Ms Haruka

Shinno, a welcome message was given by Mr Masa-
hiko Kiya, Consul General of Japan. Rev Watanabe
then delivered a message and chanted a sutra before
leading a minute’s silence, called “Mokuto”.

During the ceremony, we all extended our deepest
sympathy to the victims of the earthquake and tsu-
nami, and sent our thoughts to Japan.

Then, we watched a docu-
mentary film, “Ten Colours,
Ten Years”, which was fol-
el | lowed by beautiful Tohoku
M Bento dinner and concerts.
This final commemorative
event was a great success
and was supported by many Sydneysiders and Japa-
nese companies. In Gassho,

(Bottom: R-1,) Mr Ren, Ms Shinno,
Mr Gibson and Rev Watanabe

Ten Colours Ten Years
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Successful

Clean Up Australia Day!

at Lane Cove National Park
on 7 March 2021

Again this year, on 7 March,
HBMA members participated
in the 31st Annual “Clean Up L
Australia Day”, at Lane Cove [Fgs
National Park, together with
Japanese community groups,
such as the Japan Club of Syd- |8
ney (JCS) - where Rev Wata- JCS group photos. (07/03/21)
nabe volunteers as a board
member and the Japanese So-
ciety of Sydney (JSS).

We went to the Lane Cove Na- @
tional Park at 9:30 am asp
usual. However, because of the |
COVID restrictions, we had ¥
limited participants this year and could not, unfortu-
nately, have a group photo and BBQ lunch with every-
one. In total, about 30 people took part in this event.
We grabbed garbage bags and collected rubbish mainly
from busy road-sides for a couple
of hours. After collecting much
rubbish, we returned to the
point where we ,
@

started, then went for
lunch with everyone.

Harmony Dav at Cammeray Public School.
15 March 2021

Rev Watanabe introduced
Japanese calligraphy at
Cammeray Public School
as part of their “Harmony
™ Day” event on 15 March.
He showed the students
how to form Japanese

"% characters with a brush,
writing ‘Peace’ and ‘Harmony’ for
= everyone to copy.




(From page 2)

Eulogy by Rev Paraskevopoulos

Eulogies from Kyoto Hongwanji

and we feel no longing for the Pure Land of peace,
where we have yet to be born. Truly, how powerful
our blind passions are! But though we feel reluctant
to part from this world, at the moment our karmic
bonds to it run out and helplessly we die, we shall go
to that land. Amida Buddha pities especially the
person who has no thought of wanting to go there
quickly. Reflecting on this, we feel the Vow of great
compassion to be all the more trustworthy and real-
Ise that our attainment is settled.

Dear friends of Rev. George Gatenby,

On behalf of the International Department and
Shishinkyodo of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
Buddhist organization, I would like to express my
heartfelt condolences to you on the recent passing of
Rev. George Gatenby.

His affiliation temple, Shishinkyodo is now located
in the Hongwanji International Centre that also

George was my closest friend as well as a spiritual fa-
ther figure to me. He was an immense help when I
struggled with my spiritual path as a young man and
his compassionate guidance always kept me on the right
track. He had a deep understanding of people and their
troubles, and was always generous with his time. His
humour was infectious as was his deep love of the
Dharma, which enriched his life so much and gave him
great joy. If nothing else, George taught me the supreme
value of having a sacred orientation in our all-too
ephemeral lives on this planet.
George was an outstanding pioneer of Shin Buddhism in
not only this country but the West generally. He was
way ahead of his time, in so many ways, but often trod a
lonely path in light of the misunderstandings that often
beset this largely unexplored tradition.
Finally, I would also like to make a special mention of
Roy, George’s life-long partner. This unassuming, hum-
ble, reticent and deeply considerate man has been a real
rock throughout the difficult process of supporting
George during his illness. I have had nothing but pro-
found admiration for his quiet strength and amazing re-
silience during this very tough time.
Roy, the coming weeks and months will be difficult for
you but please never feel that you are alone. There are
those who are thinking about your well-being and are
always there for you. So, please reach out when you
need to. Thank you for all you have done for George. I'm
sure his gratitude towards you was beyond words.
I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to
Reverend Watanabe for travelling here from Sydney to
conduct this moving and beautiful service.
Thank you to all of you for being here today to farewell
our beloved George and for being his friends. May we
take away with us some of the warmth, compassion,
wisdom and benevolence that this splendid and remark-
able man brought into our lives. In Gassho,
Rev John Paraskevopoulos

houses our office. Inspired by Rev. Gatenby’s pro-
posal to hold an event that every Shishinkyodo-
affiliated priest can attend, we were able to hold an
online Shishinkyodo Hoonko, Shinran Shonin’s an-
nual memorial service, last December. After the ser-
vice, we received several kind and encouraging notes
from him, which we all truly appreciate. Only
through this sole event, we can tell how considerate
and thoughtful he was.

We also appreciate his solid and prolonged activities
to share the Jodo Shinshu teaching with others
through his bimonthly study sessions. Such carnest
efforts should be highly regarded and respected. On
this occation, I would like to express my sincere
gratitude for his contributions. In Gassho,

Rev. Ishida, Masumi

Supervisor, International Department
Chief minister, Shishinkyodo

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Message from Rev Dr Mark Healsmith (Canberra)
’_J S 3 § | I will always remember George as
’ a warm presence In my
life. Friend and teacher to me, he
exemplified the concept of ‘fellow-
practicer’ - open and accepting of
everyone as we all walk together
M the path of the Dharma. As you
L all know, George was not only a
pioneer and leader of Jodo Shin-
shu Buddhism in Australia, but
also a leader in the broader Australian Buddhist
community, but I was fortunate to know him as well
in a more personal way.

Rev Mark Healsmith

George taught us all with his well prepared Dharma
talks and his extensive commentaries on Shinran
Shonin’s writings, but he taught us as much or more
with his friendship and his conversation that mani-
fest that he lived his life embraced by Amida Tatha-
gatha’s vow. Master Tanluan’s words teach us -
‘There is no other path other than living in one and
the same Nembutsu.” George’s life taught me the
same thing.

% Eulogies from Kyoto Hongwanji

Dear friends of Rev. George Gatenby,

On behalf of the Hongwanji, I would like to extend to
you our deepest condolences on the passing of Rev.
George Gatenby. We share in the sadness of your recent
loss. May the Nembutsu teaching offer you solace and
strength in this time of need. In Gassho,

Rev. Iwagami, Chiko
Governor General
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

In deepest Gassho and with much love,
farewell Rev. George Gatenby.




(From page 1) Eulogy by Rev Paraskevopoulos

colourful experiences, George finally entered the mer-
cantile realm and established himself as a sales rep-
resentative with Capilano Honey where he worked
successfully for many years.

Following our first meeting back in 1991, my friend-
ship with George flourished and we both ended up
forming a strong relationship with the renowned
scholar Dr Hisao Inagaki, with whom we collaborated
on many projects including the translation of many
Buddhist texts into English. A few years later, Ina-
gaki Sensei brought to our attention that our mother
temple in Kyoto was running an ordination program
for foreigners and encouraged us to apply. This was
only the second time such a rare opportunity was be-
ing offered (the previous one was ten years earlier).
So, with the support of many friends in Japan and
Rev. Toshio Murakami (the inaugural minister in
Sydney and former Bishop of Can-
ada), George and I received tokudo
ordination in October 1994. It was
an unforgettable experience for both |
of us and it was a great blessing [
that we were able to travel to Kyoto
in 2019 to mark the 25th anniver-
sary of that very special occasion.

Furthermore, George became the S
first Australian to receive the higher Rev George at his
ordination rank of kyoshiin 2007. Dojo_(2007)

Upon his return from Japan, he started to
¥ ramp up his teaching activities. George estab-
lished a little dojo from his home here in Ade-
laide which, while certainly modest in its numbers,
punched way above its weight when it came to the
quality and depth of this group’s discussions. Around
the same time, he embarked on what was to become
his magnum opus; a monumental commentary on
Shinran’s hymns (which amount to over 350). It took
George almost ten years to write and refine these ex-
quisite pearls of wisdom; a feat that has never before
been attempted in English (or possibly even in Japa-
nese).

One of the things that I would like to do, as a tribute
to George, is to oversee the publication of this work in
book form rather than simply having it squirreled
away on the internet. It deserves no less than to ap-
pear in a nice hard-bound edition in three volumes
housed in a proper box case. A major endeavor to be
sure but one in which I hope friends in Japan and the
United States might be able to assist.

George was also an avid broadcaster, having pre-
sented a regular program of classical music on 5MBS-
FM for many years, which had quite the following. He
ended up being the station manager for a while, a po-
sition he undertook conscientiously and with great en-
thusiasm.

It feels like a very long time ago since George first
mentioned his cancer diagnosis to me. He often made
light of his condition (while remaining fully conscious
of the long-term implications) and took it in his stride
in a very stoic manner but not without a little dark
humour. He always maintained that he was in good

BULLETIN

medical hands and had only the highest words of
praise for his oncologist who appeared to look after
him very well.
George seemed to be travelling quite well for most of
his period of illness, although he was — more recently —
reporting increasing difficulties when walking and,
eventuality, with mobility in general. Following a fall
at home he was admitted to hospital for immediate
care and general observation but, when things looked
more serious than initially thought, he was transferred
to Mary Potter Hospice in North Adelaide which is
where I spent a couple of precious afternoons with him
in the middle of February.
During that brief time, we had some wonderful discus-
sions tinged, as they were, with George’s poignant re-
flections on mortality. When people approach the end,
they start to think about their lives and wonder about
the legacy they’ve left behind. He told me how hard he
had tried to share the Buddhist teachings with others
as best he could. It was very moving to see how much
he cared for the spiritual well-being of people and to
see them nourished by life’s deeper truths. Despite the
self-deprecating assessment of his own achievements,
it has become very apparent — in speaking to various
people since his passing — that he had a far-reaching
impact on many, to a far greater extent than he him-
self could have imagined.
And yet, all our hidden fears and vulnerabilities come
to the surface when we approach the end. This is the
reality of our human condition and it is inescapable.
We are not just lofty disembodied spirits but messy
flesh and blood beings with hearts that cry out for love,
sympathy and understanding. Even though I saw a
more emotional and fragile side to George when I vis-
ited him at the hospice, there was never any doubt
about his spiritual strength throughout this ordeal. It’s
as though he constantly felt the embrace of Amida
Buddha, which lever lets us go, even while he strug-
gled, physically and emotionally, with this debilitating
and very cruel disease.
This reminds me of the powerful message in 7annisho,
the most influential spiritual text in -
Japanese history. In its famous
ninth chapter, we are confronted
with the pastoral problem of how to
face our final moments, given our .4
understandable anxiety at the terri-
fying prospect of our demise. In re-
sponse to a concern by a disciple
that he didn’t feel great joy in at-
taining the Pure Land of Nirvana ——
at death as promised in the sutras, %
Shinran reassured him that this Sugimoto, Kyoto Japan.
was perfectly normal and that he
too often felt that way, saying:

It is hard for us to abandon this old home of pain,

where we have been transmigrating for innumer-

able aeons down to the present,

(Continues on page 3)
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Reverend George Gatenby
(1943-2021)

We were very sad to learn that
Reverend George Gatenby passed
away from this world and was re-
born in Amida Buddha’s Pure
Land on 7 March. On behalf of
HBMA, I wish to extend our deep-
est condolences to the Adelaide
Jodo Shinshu Sangha group, espe-
cially to Mr Roy Cooke. George-

san was a person of true shinjin A 2]

who had a deep understanding of E ]ﬁ g
Shinran’s teachings. i ;f’; i
The funeral was conducted in Ade- i g :

laide on 19 March and was offici- ©

ated by myself with the assistance of Rev. John

Paraskevopoulos. Because of his devotion, George-san

received a posthumous Buddhist name (ingo) from the

Hongwanji - BEfEBE(Ken Shin In : means “exemplify the

heart of entrusting oneself to Amida Buddha”).

He will be remembered by many people who received

much precious support and guidance from him on the
In Gassho,

Rev Shigenobu Watanabe

nembutsu way.

Following is the eulogy message given by Rev John Paraskevopoulos

@ On checking an old diary entry
recently, I discovered that it
was actually 30 years ago this
£ month that I first met George.
While we had corresponded for
a short while prior to that (via
good old-fashioned letters sent
'in the post), our initial encoun-
ter occurred in Melbourne — he
was on a business trip and I
was visiting family so the opportunity presented itself
for us to finally get together.

It was a marvellous occasion. I was immediately struck
by George’s jovial nature and his distinctive, irrepressi-
ble laugh — a far cry from the somber attitude often dis-
played by many Buddhists I had known. But what was
particularly impressive was his passion for exploring
the deeper meaning of life. It was refreshing to see such
enthusiasm for the Buddha’s teachings, brought alive
so vividly in this extraordinary man. These qualities
never left him; if anything, they became stronger with
the passing of the years.

George led a fascinating and unconventional life, not-
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withstanding its many difficulties (which were very
often considerable). While he was a successful busi-
nessman, he often struggled with the compromises
and ruthless behaviours with which he had to con-
tend. Being the gentle soul that he was, the cut-
throat world of commerce was hardly his passion in
life but this did not detract from his consummate
professionalism. To his credit, he was a tough but
fair negotiator with the big-chain supermarkets, al-
ways being firm and decisive when he had to be.

He found a true vocation, however, in his spiritual
journey. Before entering the world of business,
George was an Anglican minister for about eight
years. He quickly became a popular pastor who was
renowned for his compelling sermons. During his
time in the ministry, he joined the Oratory of the
Good Shepherd, a religious order of priests and lay
brothers, which satisfied the longing he had for a
close-knit community and which gave him a contem-
plative break from the often-distracting preoccupa-
tions of a busy parish life. George described to me
the sense of belonging and fulfilment he felt among
the kindred spirits in that group.

And, yet, he was never entirely at home in the Chris-
tian tradition. While having come to value many of
its theological and liturgical treasures, George found
himself gradually drifting towards the East for
greater spiritual sustenance. This was brought on by
his providential encounter with Max Mueller’s 19th-
century translation of the Sutra on the Buddha of
FEternal Life. While his transition to Buddhism didn’t
happen overnight, he was already finding himself
thinking in Buddhist ways even while serving as an
Anglican clergyman. After a while, this tension be-
came too much and he felt the need to take decisive
action.

Despite his doubts, leaving the comfort and security
of a welcoming parish where he was held in such
high regard would have been a difficult decision. For
someone with limited work experience beforehand,
job opportunities for ex-priests were severely limited.
Nevertheless, he finally made the break from the
Church of England and cast himself into a world of
perilous uncertainty. After a series of odd jobs and

(Continues on page 2)




